
Tibetan Cherry Prunus serrula

yellow or red in autumn. Its main 
feature is its bark which is a wonderful, 
glossy coppery-red. In spring, fl owers are small 
and white, bearing tiny fruits in autumn.

Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii
The second tallest conifer in the 
world after Coast Redwood. Bark 
on young trees is thin, smooth, 
grey, and contains numerous 
resin blisters. On mature trees 
it is 10–30cm thick and corky. 
Leaves are spirally arranged but 

slightly twisted at the base and are needle-like, 
2-3.5cm long. Cones have distinctive 3-prong scales.

Dawn Redwood 
Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides 
One of only 3 conifers that shed 
their leaves. A fast growing 
tree (40–45m tall) with older 
specimens forming wide buttresses 

on the lower trunk. Bright green leaves are 1–3cm 
long, turning red-brown in autumn. Cones are 
2cm in diameter arranged in opposite pairs in four 
rows with each pair at right angles to the next.

DISCOVER YORKʼS PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
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Advanced tree trail route
Follow the route on the map and look out for the red tree 
trail markers. Once you’ve found a marker, use this guide to 
try to identify each tree. You can check if you’ve correctly 
identifi ed the ten trees numbered on the map by visiting the 
Parks and Open Spaces homepage at www.york.gov.uk

Advanced route – red markers

European Larch Larix decidua
This medium/large coniferous tree 
is also deciduous, reaching 25-45m 
tall. Bright green leaves are needle-
like, 2-4 cm long which turn bright 
yellow before falling off in autumn, 
leaving pale yellow/buff shoots 
bare until spring. Old cones remain 

on the tree for many years, turning a dullish grey/black.

Corsican Pine Pinus nigra ssp.
A native to Corsica and 
Southern Italy, this sub-species 
of Black Pine was introduced 
to Britain in 1759. It can grow 
to 45m tall at maturity. Bark is 
grey to yellow-brown fl aking 
into scaly plates, becoming 

increasingly fi ssured with age. Needles are in 
pairs 8–20cm long. Cones appear from May to 
June and are 5–8cm long with rounded scales. 

Coast Redwood Sequoia sempervirens
Coast redwoods have a conical 
crown, with horizontal or slightly 
drooping branches. At up to 
30cm, bark is very thick, soft and 
fi brous with a bright red-brown 

colour (hence ‘redwood’ name). Leaves are variable, 
being 15–25mm long and fl at on young trees.

Chinese Thuja Thuja orientalis
A small, slow-growing tree 15-
20m tall and 0.5m trunk diameter. 
Foliage forms in fl at sprays with 
scale-like leaves only 2-4mm 
long. Cones are 15-25mm long.

False Acacia Robinia pseudoacacia
Native to south east America, 
the False Acacia is also known 
as the Black Locust tree and is 
actually part of the pea family. 
The trunk has thick, deeply 
furrowed blackish bark. Leaves 
are 10–25cm long, with 9–19 
oval leafl ets roughly 2–5cm long 

and each leaf usually has a pair of short thorns at 
the base. The white fl owers are extremely fragrant.

Lawson’s Cypress 
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana
A tall tree regularly reaching 
50-70m tall with feathery foliage 
in fl at sprays – usually blue-
green in colour. The 3-5mm 
long leaves are scale-like with 
narrow white markings on the 

underside. Seed cones are 7-14mm diameter, green 
at fi rst then maturing brown in early autumn. Male 
cones are 3-4mm long initially dark red, turning 
brown after pollen release in early spring. Reddish-
brown bark is fi brous to scaly in vertical strips.

Deodar Cedrus deodara
This large evergreen coniferous 
tree reaches 40–50m tall 
and has a conical crown with 
level branches and drooping 
branchlets. Leaves are needle-

like mostly 2.5–5cm long, 1mm thick and in dense 
clusters of 20-30 on short shoots. The cones are 
barrel-shaped 6–12cm long and 5–9cm broad which 
disintegrate when mature to release winged seeds. 

Tibetan Cherry Prunus serrula
Also known as 
the Birch Bark 
Cherry, this small 
tree (up to 10m tall) 
forms a rounded 
shape with dark 
green leaves turning 

yellow or red in autumn. Its main 
feature is its bark which is a wonderful, 
glossy coppery-red. In spring, fl owers are small 
and white, bearing tiny fruits in autumn.

Pseudotsuga menziesii
The second tallest conifer in the 
world after Coast Redwood. Bark 
on young trees is thin, smooth, 
grey, and contains numerous 
resin blisters. On mature trees 
it is 10–30cm thick and corky. 
Leaves are spirally arranged but 

slightly twisted at the base and are needle-like, 
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